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KKK 8 the Period I write at muſt be 
A acknowledged by every one to 


| kXKX.x be the moſt extraordinary of any 


our Annals can boaſt, if to be paralleled 
in any Hiſtory, it will be expected our 


| Writings ſhould keep Pace with our 


4 Actions; 


"#1 


Actions; in this the Reader will not be 


_ diſappointed ; for the Facts here related, 


though critically true, may be ranked 
among the marvellous. 


Wr have not only wiſely let the French 
ſeize upon our Poſſeſſions in North Ame- 
rica, though during a Time of profound 
Peace; attribute to themſelves three 
Fourths of Nova Scotia, which they 
ceded to us by the Treaty of NMrecht, 
but we have with great Art and Cunning 
let them areſt from us an Iſland of ſo much 
Importance as Minorca, which has coſt 
upwards of TwWO Millions of Money for 
garriſoning and fortifying ; at a Time all 
Europe was appriſed of their Deſigns, and 


we the moſt unconcerned Spectators— 


we ſent a Fleet to the Medrterranean com- 


poſed of ten Men of War of the Line to 


fight one compoſed of thirteen and four 
Frigates, without the Expectation of its 


being reinforced in its Way, and which 


when, by Chance, joined by three more 
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of the Line, and four Frigates, was not an 


equal Match for the French, at leaſt Mr. 
B—g thought ſo—and accordingly, with- 
out attempting to ſuccour Minorca, re- 
turned to cover Gibraltar, where we had 
judiciouſly contrived not to have a Maga- 
zine with any Stores in it, a Wharf proper 


to careen a Ship, or any other Neceſſary 


for the Equipment of a Fleet which was 


_ wiſely ſent out Foul from here to the Me- 


diterranean, as it Would clean in the Voyage, 
—-or (as Minorca would, in all Probability, 
be in the Hands of the French by the Time 


it arrived within Sight of the Ifland, and 


Gibraltar not being provided with Ma- 
terials for that Purpoſe) return foul, and 


ſo fave the Expence. The Event has an- 


ſwered our moſt ſanguine Expectations, 
we have got rid of Minorca—and it is to 
be hoped (I ſuppoſe) Gibraltar will ſoon 


follow ; at leaſt, if we may judge by the 


Preparatives the French and Spaniards are 
making, and the Connivance we cunningly 
affect, this Nation may have no Need of 

being 


— —— 


—— 
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(SJ 
being at the Expence of a Garriſon at 
Gibraltar by next Spring. 


Wx have not only diſplayed our refined 


Politics in the Mediterranean; we have 


taken Care the Americans ſhould be equally 
convinced of our machiavehan Skill We 
began a War in America with double 
the Number of Troops the French could 
poſſibly have at Quebec; which, if we 
had then attacked, muſt certainly have 


fell into our Hands, and, by a natural 


Conſequence, the whole of the French 
American Settlements—as when the Head 
is gone, the Vitals of the other Parts muſt 


ſoon become inanimate ; but as Mode- 


ration is a great Virtue, it was judged bet- 
ter to meet the French upon the Obio with 
Four Thouſand Men under the Command 
of a brave, though headſtrong Leader; 
by which Means Four or Five Hundred 
French and Indians might attack us in Am- 


buſh, make a great Slaughter, take the 
greateſt Part of the Survivors Priſoners, 


with 
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4 
with all our military Baggage, Cheſt, Pa- 
pers, &c. whereby they became acquaint- 
ed with all our Plan of Operations, and 
furniſhed themſelves with a Means of re- 
preſenting us the Aggreſſors, as well in 
America as Europe, by publiſhing his 


R——] H——<ſ's Inſtructions to General 
Braddock, at the End of one of their Me- 
morials—But what ſignified all this, which 
was trifling to the main End—Men of 
Merit ſhould be rewarded ; and as the Ex- 
pedition of Cape Breton laſt War had not 
ſufficiently filled the Pockets of many of 
our well-beloved Countrymen of Neu- 
England, it was neceſſary to carry on the 
War on the Continent ſome time longer 
than it muſt neceſſarily have been, if Que- 
bec had been ſo ſoon taken, and the French 
in America reduced to Obedience. How- 


ever, their Coffers were not filled faſt 


enough, ſo it was judged neceſſary to ſend 
them 115,000/. to keep them in good 
Humour ; for which they have very kind- 
ly let Oſtoego ſlip into the Lands of the 


French, 


1 


French, and with it all our Navigatiod 


upon the Lake Ontario, by which only 
the Communication between Canada and 
Louiſiana could any wiſe be cut off. As 
there was no Neceſſity for beginning 
the Campaign in America before the 
Month of September, it was very expe- 
dient to keep my Lord I here till 
the End of May, as the Voyage to New- 
York ſeldom takes above two Months, and 
indeed he arrived there the 26th of July; 
but who could foreſee that Miſunderſtand- 
ings would ariſe between the Regulars and 
Irregulars for Precedence; who could 
imagine that an inſignificant Planter, not 
worth above Twenty or Thirty Thouſand 
Pounds, who had never been out of the 
Colony of New-York in his Life, could 
defire to claim a Precedence before a {ſmart 


young Fellow of S7xteen, who had beat the 
Rounds theſe two Years about Covent-Gar- 


den, and had had a certain faſhionable Di- 
ſtemper as often as Cure could ſupplant 


Illneſs, within that Time; but ſo it was, 


the 


1 
was, the Irregulars would not march but 
upon the ſame Footing as the Regulars— 
and in conſequence of which, neither had 
begun to march at all the Beginning 
September, But as we all know that Crow 7; 
Point can be taken in a Day, and Ofwegs 
retaken when we will—why ſhould we 
hurry ourſelves—Would you have us do 
in America as the King of Pruſſia does in 
Germany, where he has traverſed Saxony 
while the King of Poland thought he was 
at Berlin amuſing himſelf with his Flute; 
blocked him up in his Catnp at Pirna, 
beat the Auſtriaus at Welmina, and is pur- 
ſuing them to Prague, and all in three 
Weeks time? No, no; we know better; 
fair and ſoftly go far——IlIt is true, that 
antiquated old Put Demoſihenes ſaid, © They 
e who conduct a War with Prudence are 
ce not to follow, but direct Events; to 
ce direct them with the ſame abſolute Au- 
6 thority with which a General leads on 
« his Forces; that the Courſe of Affairs 
* may be determined by them, and not 

B de- 


(100 
« determine their Meaſures.” But ſurely 
no Man of Spirit would pretend to preach 
up what Demoſtbenes ſaid ſo many Hundred 
Years ago—— One might as well ſay, we 
ſhould have our Coats cut upon the ſame 
Pattern as the Athenians, as to ſay we 


ſhould fight our Battles like them And 3 
what a pretty Set of Grecians we ſhould 'Y 
have at Arthur's round Table, if that were 
practiſed though ] believe the Change 2 
would not be ſo great there as in the Field. 7 
| I am informed we have very near Two = 
Hundred Men of War in Commiſſion, as A 


indeed we had at the Time Admiral Byng 
failed to the Mediterranean, though it was 2 
not judged expedient to ſend him with I» 
above ten Ships of the Line, which I am X 
told was owing to a certain Superſtition of 
our N-—] Mr, who is firmly of 
Opinion, we ſhall never gain a Victory 
again in the Mediterranean after the ill Suc- 
ceſs of Mathews——and therefore pru- 
dently ſent Ad—1 B—g with ten Sail 
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only to fall a Sac- ice. Whether the ſame 


Superſtition prevails with him in regard to 
the Meſt-Indies, J cannot poſitively ſay, 
but this is certain, that our Fleet in thoſe ; 
Seas is not ſufficiently ſtrong to make head 


againſt the French one under M. Perrier 


de Satvert, inſomuch that if it is not 
blocked up, as has been reported, it is 
in no ſhape able to protect our Trade, do 
us any national Honour, or wipe off the 
Diſgrace already brought upon our Fleet. 


Inave heard the Doctors aver that 


' Spaniſh Snuff is bad for the Brain, and I 


ſhould be inclined to believe that Spaniſh 
Poſſeſſions (of old) were unfit to be tacked 
to our Nation for fear of affeCting its Con- 
ſtitution, if the general Opinion was not 
ſo prevalent as to bear all before it, that 
our Mrs are Empirics in Politics and 
unacquainted with our Conſtitution. How- 
ever, I think it incumbent on me to adviſe 


them to take particular Care of our other 


two GW Poſſeſſions, for that the Di. 


B 2 charge 
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charge of them will very much affect the 


Heads of all the People of this Land 
J wiſh it may not make them &elirious 
——even call in queſtion their M rs 


Abilities, if not H. ty. 


I x the Beginning of laſt Winter I was 
highly delighted to be informed, that al- 
though the Treaty with Raſſia was voted 
beneficial to this Kingdom, we neverthe- 
leſs were about to have a national Militia, 


which was to be formed upon ſo generally 
approved a Plan, as no reaſonable Ob- 
A Bill was 


jection could be made to it 
brought in agreeable to my Expectations, and 


it unanimoutly paſſed the Houſe of Com- 


mons that Bulwark of our Liberties 
and Properties! Why it miſcarried in the 
the Houſe of L— ds, I ſuppoſe their 
ps had cogent Reaſons for, though 
I muſt acknowledge none yet, have come 
under my Cognizance. The M ry 
could not certainly be airaid to entruſt us 
with the Uſe of Arms, at the ſame time 

| that 


613) 
that near Twenty Thouſand Mercenaries 
in this Kingdom (beſides national Regu- 
lars) are armed Cap à pee, not only with 
Swords, Guns and Bayonets----but with 
Laws; they are neither ſubje& to our 
Game Act (vide their Arms) nor to any of 
our Conſtitutional Laws (vide their rob- 
bing with. Impunity) and yet I am far 
from being of Opinion that they are of no 
Uſe here----for obſerve--.--the Nation is 
in Debt now pretty near Eighty Millions, 
and finds a great deal of Trouble to raiſe 
the neceſſary Supplies for the current Year, 
as is demonſtrable by the Neceflity it was 
under of opening a Subſcription at the 
Exchequer for 500,000 /. at Three and a 
Half per Cent. which is not yet filled ; it is 
true, in one Senſe, theſe Mercenaries 
come and eat the Bread out of our Mouths, 
but then, in another, the Government, 
in the preſent Caſe, does not pay double 
for this, which it otherwiſe would, by 
firſt paying the Subſidies according to A- 
greement, 
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[ 14 ) 
greement, and then giving a Bounty on 
Corn exported to feed them. 


I ALwars applaud OEconomy where- 
ever it is to be found, and it is the moſt 
commendable when National—A frugal 
Miniſter i is a Bleſſing to a Country—Happy 
for us we have no Need to complain upon 
this Head ! For to what other Cauſe can 


be aſſigned the Loſs of Minorca—the In- 


ſufficiency of Mr. B—g's Fleet—the de- 


cayed State of the Works at Gibraltar ? 


YET after all this great TRI, Par- 


after having judicioutly kept from #: 
Eyes Mr. B—g's Letter of the 4th of 
ny”. wherein he repreſents the real Si- 

tuation 


This Letter contains among other the 


following Paſſages, If I had been ſo happy 


ee to have arrived at Mahon, before the French 


< had landed, I flatter myſelf I ſhould have 


c been able to have prevented their getting a 


cc <« footing on that * but as it has 1o 5 
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( 
tuation of Minorea and Gibraltar, and the 


Icmprafticabllity of ſuccouring the firſt by 
the 


« unfortunately turned out, I am firmly of 
« Opinion, from the great Forces they have 
« landed, and the quantity of Proviſions, 
ce Stores and Ammunition of all kinds they 
<« brought with them, that the throwing Men 
« into the Caſtle, will only enable it to hold 
« out but a little longer and add to the 
„numbers that muſt fall into the Enemy's 
«© Hands, for the Garriſon in time will be 
e obliged to ſurrender, unleſs a ſufficient 
„number of Men could be landed to diſlodge 
ce the French, or raiſe the Siege; however 1 
ce ara determined to Sail up to Minorca, with 
<« the Squadron, where I ſhall be a better 
Judge of the Situation of Affairs there, 
„and will give General Blakeney, all the affiſt- 
<< ance he ſhall require; though I am afraid alt 
communication will be cut off between us, 
* as is the Opinion of the chief Engineers of 
* this Garriſon, (who have ſerved in the 
<« Iſland) and that of the other Officers of the 
Artillery who are acquainted © with the 
66 Situation of the Harbour; for if the Enemy 

: Shave 


(16) 
the bad Situation and Inſufficiency of his 
Fleet—After having properly mutilated 
all the Signification in the Admiral's Letter 


of the 25th of May, and by that Means 


having reduced it almoſt to the Standard of 
Non- 


te have erected Batteries on the two Shores 
ce near the Entrance of the Harbour, an Ad- 
cc vantage ſcarce to be ſuppoſed they have 
te neglected, it will render it impoſſible for 
« our Boats to have a paſſage to the ally port 


c of the Garriſon.” 


I am ſorry to find upon enquiring of the 
« Naval Officers here, that there are few or 
« no Stores for the Magazines to ſupply any of 
ce the Squadron that may be in want of them; 
ce and it appears by a Letter I have received 
« from the Store-keeper and Maſter Ship- 
e wright, that the Careening Wharfs, Store- 
« houſes, Pits, &c. are entirely decayed, 
ce and I am afraid we ſhall find great difficulty 
<« in getting them repair'd, there being no 
& Artificers to be got here, and at preſent, we 
ce can have no Aſſiſtance from the Carpenters 
ce of the Fleet on account of our failing.” 


617) 


N. onſenſe, and rendered it quite unintel- 


ligible, which with the fictitious State of 


the Fleets there annexed, made him appeat 
in the moſt contemptible and infamous of 
Lights. After having regalarly confined 
and debarred him the Uſe of Pen, Ink and 
Paper----at a Time when every one ima- 
gined the Fate of B---g was inevitable; 
that his Trial could be nothing but Form, 
or his Defence but Art----The M 
reſigns after near a Twelvemonth's 
juſt Adminiſtration, to the "—_—_ of the 
whole Nation. 


No one imagines that ſo extraordinary 
a Reſignation can be without a Cauſe, or 
that a N 7 can give up his power 
without regret yet we know of 
nothing that could have ſo violent an 
Operation no party Feuds — no 


Parliamentary Conteſts; Addreſſes to the 
Throne indeed, and Inſtructions to 
Members, complained of the loſs of 
Minorca, and the ill Defence of 


8 our 


— —ů — — 


of Command of the other 
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our American Colonies ; but ſurely no 


Imputation can be charged - upon the 
NM. r for either he did all 
for the beſt, and if things tured out ill — 
'twas © Chance or Fatal Sway, or what 
« you Will. But after all, if the M——ry 
is culpable of any negligence, ſurely his 
Gr——ce, as well as his Lordſhip of 
new Creation, merit the greater part of 
the blame ſince all the Money went 


through the Hands of the one, and every 


Ship that ſail'd, was wafted by the breath 
Renard, 
indeed might have the diſpoſition of both, 
but the application of either cannot be 
attributed to him, 


| In ſhort I am weary of Conjecture, to 
diſcover the cauſe of this ſelf Diſcharge, 
from ſo important an Office, tho' ſome 
pretend that having expected great debates 
the approaching ſeſſion in the Houſe, 
and being ſenſible of the pains Mr. P: 
takes to make him Anſwer, Jong dry and 

As 
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though he could not as 


(19) 
(as he thinks) :n/p:d Harrangues, — and 


| having been much troubled with an 
 epidemical Diſtemper, that has raged for 


ſome time about the purlieus of 
Mpiteball, — he was apprehenſive that 
any violent Heat of Argument or Reaſon, 
might be fatal to him, and therefore in 


order to avoid being moved with Anger, 


he has judiciouſly quitted a Po? that might 
have been dangerous to him, under thoſe 
Circumſtances, 


Taz approaching Trial of Mr. B—-g, 
is another Cauſe to which ſome attribute 
this unprecedented Reſignation, — for 
——y of 5 e 
have wrote his Inſtructions, it is imagined 
as P-—--e M. r, he muſt have been 
acquainted with, if he had not the firſt 
planning of them ; but as nobody can 


imagine theſe Inſtructions to have tended 


to any thing but the ſuccouring of Minorca, 
they certainly muſt when made Public, 
do honour to thoſe that ſketched them, 


G2 there- 
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therefore I ſhould be inclined to believe 


Mr. —— would have continued in his 
Poſt till after Mr. B-—'s Tryal, to have 


not loſt any Opportunity of adding to 


his Perſonal Merit, — which in a NM r 


is a very rare thing. I am inclined to 
believe that Mr. F had been kept in 


the Dark concerning the State of Mr. 


B——'s Fleet, and that of the French, 
till after the Publication of Mr. B— 
Letters, and the Appeal to the People, 
and that from an upright Senſe, of the 
downright Miſtakes in the N—/ M—-r's 


Conduct, would no longer participate in 
the honour of the blunders he ſhould 


commit, — if ſo we perceive a great 
penetration in a N „ who had been 
ſo long Blinded, — we perceive a great 
regard for the People to let himſelf no 


longer be ſo, ſince there certainly is ſome 


Charm that accompanies Men- in place 
which makes them ignorant of every 
thing of Importance that is tranſacted, 


and which every body out of employ 


knows without the Intelligence of our 


Gazettes 
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Gazette, — which is particularly com- 
municative and Impartial. 


Bur if all theſe Conjectures ſhould be 
wrong, it is time to be ſerious —- if this 


Reſignation be nothing but the fore runner 


of Three or Four more, as preconcerted, 
ſhall enquiry into the Cauſe of the loſs 
of Minorca be dropt, ſhall the Inſtructions 
of ſuch numberleſs Conſtituents ſerve for 
nothing — ſhall the Ad-ſſ-s to the T—e 
be heard but unattended to — ſhall B—g 
be the laſt in the Pit, and he ſmother'd 
by thoſe who have got out ? 


Vox populi Vox dei. 


Your Addrefles and Inſtructions, my 
Countrymen, have ſufficiently teſtified 
your ſentiments upon the ſituation of 
Affiairs, you have with becoming decency 
approached the Throne, and informed your 
Repreſentatives — there is nothing left 
for you to do but to preſevere in your 


noble Reſolution, continue to entreat your 
Members 


* — —— — — — 
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Members to make a Parliamentary enquiry 
into the loſs of Minorca, with its moſt 
Important Harbour and Fortreſs, ſo 
eſſential to the ſupport of our Influence 
and Power, and the Protection of our 
Commerce in the Mediterranean; into the 
delay in providing for the ſafety of that 
valuable Poſſeſſion, when an Armament 
was for a conſiderable while preparing in 
its Vicinity, manifeſtly deſtined for its 
_ Invaſion; of the late and ſtarving Meaſures 
taken for its Aſſiſtance; the loſs of the 
National Honour, and the irreparable 
difgrace brought upon the Britiſb Flag. 
For it is from a rigourous Examination, into 
the Cauſes of thefe melancholy Events, 
alone that we can expect a change of 
Meaſures — and ſuch it muſt be, as to 
bear no reſemblance, to the forebodings 
which our Terrors, and theſe amazing 
Circumſtances every where depict, that 
can ſeve us from becoming a prey to our 
cruel, Tyrannical and Popiſh Enemies. 


THE 


(23) 
Tux melancholy proſpect that every 
| where ſurrounds us, is aggravated by our 
inſupportable Taxes, our heavy Debt 
unpayable with fix times our preſent 
Specie, and which muſt inevitably be 
increaſed the enſuing Year Twelve or 
Fourteen Millions, — I hope not to be fo 
miſapplied as Eight Millions have been 
this. | | 


As the time approaches for the meeting 
of that auguſt Aſſembly, whoſe cognizance 
will not only it's hope extend to the Affairs 
of Admiral Byng, (who may then be 
legally impeached — and not be tried by 
dependants on the . , whoſe 
Integrity might be warped by their Con- 
nections) but alſo to Examine how far this 
Naval Officer alone is culpable, — what 
his Inſtructions were, and how he execut- 
ed them — It might not be improper for 
the Liverymen of the City of London, to 
Inſtruct decently the Members of this 
Metropolis, whoſe place it would be to 


lead 
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624) 
lead the way in theſe important Enquiries; 
for then we might expect as from the 
example the City of London's Addreſs to 
His Majeſty, at this Criſis which was the 
fore runner and precedent of all thoſe 
preſented by the other Counties, Corpo- 
rations, and Borroughs, an imitation of 
all the other Members of the honourable 


Houſe of Commons, in ſupporting every 


Motion made by the Repreſentatives of 
London, for an Impartial Fs into the 


_ Cauſe of our Misfortunes. 


I cannot conclude this ſmall piece 
without ſeriouſly repeating —- let not 
Reſignations, my Countrymen ſerve the place 
of Enquiry — nor malverſation, though 
coloured over with the falfe ſmear 
of Patriotiſm paſs unexamined 
our M——75, may have been Honeſt, but 
let them om themſelves ſo. 


FINIS. 
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